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Please note this paper is about page layout, not displaying tabular data. That topic deserves its
own paper.

When choosing a page layout technique for an application there are
considerations to consider. | have listed some of them below in no particular

order.
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Performance

Brower Support

Post launch support / ROI / Flexibility
Accessibility

Readability / Developer Migration

| hope to provide some subjective insight into each consideration area.

| am not going to go into detail about why an application needs to perform
well.

! LA ]

If your page is going to be displayed in multiple environments including in
non-desktop or non-windows environments your layout technique should
be a consideration.
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If you ever need to change the location of page elements layout technique
should be considered before starting development.

For example, if an image needs to be moved 10px to the
top/left/right/bottom on a single page or multiple pages your choice in
layout technique might provide support or hinder the operation.
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The final rendered page for a user that requires certain features enabled
will not look anything like the developer coded it. Layout technique should
be a consideration if you have to consider font-size: 48px;
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Page layout technique will have no effect on code readability. There will
be a perceived effect if a developer is not fluent in a specific page layout
technique
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Tables are good for displaying small amounts of static tabular data. Before CSS;
with a simple “hack” (border = 0) they where the only tool available for managing
complex page layout. Tables are not dead and they are not going anywhere for a
long time. The draft of HTML 5 has a whole section on tabular data.
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http://www.hotdesign.com/seybold/index.html

http://developer.yahoo.net/blog/archives/2007/07/high performanc 4.html
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms533020.aspx#Use Fixed-
Size Tables

http://www.builderau.com.au/webdev/scripting/soa/Does-CSS-provide-higher-
ROI-than-straight-HTML-/0,339024692,320279914,00.htm

Eric Polerecky is a partner at Technology Aces, LLC and active
consultant specializing in Infrastructure & Application
Architecture. In just under 10 years Eric has provided solutions
for fortune 500 companies, government institutions and small
. companies alike. Additional information about Eric and

. Technology Aces can be found at
http://www.technologyaces.com and his personal blog http://eric.polerecky.com



http://www.whatwg.org/specs/web-apps/current-work/#tabular
http://www.hotdesign.com/seybold/index.html
http://developer.yahoo.net/blog/archives/2007/07/high_performanc_4.html
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms533020.aspx#Use_Fixed-Size_Tables
http://msdn2.microsoft.com/en-us/library/ms533020.aspx#Use_Fixed-Size_Tables
http://www.builderau.com.au/webdev/scripting/soa/Does-CSS-provide-higher-ROI-than-straight-HTML-/0%2C339024692%2C320279914%2C00.htm
http://www.builderau.com.au/webdev/scripting/soa/Does-CSS-provide-higher-ROI-than-straight-HTML-/0%2C339024692%2C320279914%2C00.htm
http://www.technologyaces.com/
http://eric.polerecky.com/

